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CBHTRAL IRTELLIGEBOK AGERCY

20 September 1949

ISTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM ¥O, 237

SUBJECT

ESTINATE OF STATUS OF CHEMICAL WARFARE IN THE USSR
(Gat%ozv ¥o. 7)

The USSE 1s espable of laumching and eustaining for an extendsd

tixe operations in CW. Produstion of conventional agents is im pars

;ln procese, in part in stand-by at the present time, Adequate stocks
of oconventional chemical agents are on hand %o earry through the imitial
peried of delay in converting plante from stend-by to in~process aomdi-
$ion. Zaunipment for dissemination including alrborne spray tanke is
adequate. Fisld units are well stocked with protestive squivment. At

this time insufficleunt amounts of any of the G sgente are believed to

be amilable for more than very limited field overstions. “SFUreSwwreres

ESTIMATE BY TECHNICAL OBJEGTIVES
£¥=1. Xacearch.snd develepment on new end_improved

RESHLA.
T (a) The USSR poseesses adequate process informetion and teohe
. ﬁ nical menpower $o produce GA and probably GB, Thers i as yet ho firm
“E:i; indication that such production is underway or where i way take plase,
Lizited etocke of GA wers captured Ly the Soviets in 1945 wmt these
A : ._J} would not be adsquate for more than extenscive fisld testing and 1imited
| g i & m§ field operations. It is belisved nkaly hovever that the stooks havs
é‘ = Ei-j) %‘g EQ‘. to & sanll extent been mugmented by prodnmtion in the USSR, bilswmsise
S EE e
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() 9he USSR hae given extensive Tield teets to vhosgens oxime,
& slerantator of soma velue, which has been prepared and glven & low

svaluation in the U.5. {owmrresmrrmry—

(e) Eo other new agents are known to exist. Besouss of the

. breeminence of a group of Boviet chemists in the shemistry of organlo

eospounds of uhosvhorus, it is believed to be highly vrobable that mey

sompounde of the G type will bo discovered if in oot they are not now
known to the Soviets. dmenall

{(e) Btorage and handling proviems with regard to thosgers oxime . -

have been overcome by the USSR but detalls are noj %W

(b} Ho procese, storags. or handling informstion for the G agents

is availells, (destidemtiadde

(a) It 1e belioved that the Soviets have & snitadle deviee for

spraying of persistent agents by sirecreft., Ho elgnificant details are

avaiiadle, EHomibivbinine

(b) ¥o other eignificsnt information is nov at hand om other phases
of this cbjective.
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(a) Mmeminstion of Soviet detection kits, dscontamineting equip.

nent, and protectiva devices has shown aothing wvhich might be coceideved
&3 being "nev or improved.? efumtrrrm.)

(») laformation from other sources 1s mot avalilable.

(a) %here is 1itile doubt thet the Boviets are dsvoting considsrable
effort to this yve of researsh. Publicetions however have shown only
linited detall on axporiments with mustard, the nitrogen muatards, smd

diisopropyl fluorophosphonate. Information ip as Yot too aketchy %o

indicate tochniques or squivment which may eventually be evolved, m
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